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We Swim With Pride, We Win With Honor, We Build Character!

==============================================================================

I.  General Info

Please regularly visit our website at gilroygators.org for up-to-date information on news, events and your personal account information.

The gators have a new phone number (voicemail only). You can leave a message and your call will be returned shortly. Our number is 408-842-3100.

II. Tom Clark, Head Coach
PARENTS, HEADS UP - I have started giving my group push-ups if they are late for practice (50). I know some of you may not be for this but I am tired of seeing swimmers walk in at 5:00 or even earlier and stand on deck taking their time getting in. Push-ups will not hurt them and they may benefit from doing them so try and get them here on time please. I have tried talking to the swimmers and that has seemed to get nowhere. Thank you for your cooperation.

GATORS IN CCS - We have 8 Gators representing Gilroy High at the Central Coast Section Swimming Championships. They are: Daniel Shields 50-100 free and relays; Eddie Malick 200 IM-100 Breast and relays; Zack Kendrick 3 relays; Jacob Abruzini 2 realys; Anthony Lucero Alternate; Bella Comin 2 relays; Maegan Collett 100 fly-100 back and 2 relays; Mellissa Davis 2 realys. Good Luck Gators and go Champs!

 CROWDED LANES - I know that we are getting crowded at some of the practice times. The coaching staff and I have talked about this problem. Please bear with us for a couple of more weeks and we will hopefully resolve some of this. 

Thanks Coach Tom

III.
The Caimans ~ Coach Karen

Summer is FAST approaching!!
The weather is warming up, and the great swim meet weather is here!!  
We have been working on KICKING…And not the social kicking, which they seem to have perfected.  To get to the wall faster, a swimmer must have a good kick and kicking is often ignored by the swimmers.  Kicking is important, and needs to be worked on constantly.  It’s amazing to me that some of the swimmers have a good kick, but when they add their arm stroke, they immediately have an uncanny ability to forget to use their legs.

Please remember to save the dates for our upcoming swim meets:

We are hosting a sanctioned meet June 21st and 22nd (meet entry forms are available at the front office). As has happened in the past, this meet will PROBABLY close early, so get your entries submitted.

Our summer tri-meet season begins on June 28th.  We only have 3 tri-meets this year, and all will be held at our home pool, the Gilroy High School Pool.  Dates are June 28, July 7, and July 12.

The last tri-meet, July 12th, coincides with our Family Fun Day.  This is the day we have a pot-luck barbeque, and open the pools up to swimmers and their family members after the final event. So it’s a day of fast swimming, followed by good food and good fun.  

See you at the pool!!

Coach Karen

III. Swamp Monster News ~ Coach Danielle

Please check back with news from the Swamp next month!

IV. Crocodile & Mini Gator News~ Coaches Diane/Jaime[image: image3.png]



Crocodile News (
· Welcome-we've had lots of new swimmers join the Crocodile groups in the last month and we know it's getting crowded in the pool!  The groups have all been working hard on stroke technique for the 4 strokes, diving, and flip turns.  We almost have "circle swimming" down and most are doing a great job of being at practice on time to put on stickers and getting ready to go! 

· The Mini-gators are off to a great start as well!  We've had good attendance and all 4 of the groups are working on improving their freestyle and backstroke as well as learning a little about breaststroke and butterfly.  We've already moved one mini-gator up ro our Yellow Crocodile group and will continue to evaluate the swimmers to see when they are ready for a new challenge. 

· We have three Tri-meets this summer (June 28, July 5, July 12).  Please try to come to as many as possible. The goal of our Tri-meets is for the swimmers to continually try to go faster than their fastest times and to improve stroke technique and diving and trying new events. The main emphasis is placed not on beating other swimmers but on improving each swim for each child. 

·  Everyone should plan to attend CVALs (our huge championship meet) on August 9th & 10th so please clear that weekend and get ready for a fun meet! 

· Snack lists should be coming out soon.  Please check your folder for our snack list.  Please remember to bring healthy snacks on your assigned day. Each family is responsible for 10-15 snacks only once during the summer. The kids really appreciate it! 

· We are hoping to help with the crowding problem by moving our groups up to an earlier time for practice when we'll have the entire pool to ourselves for a full half hour.  As of June 9th both Crocodile groups will be practicing from 4:30-5:30 p.m. (same days of the week) and the Mini Gator groups will each move back half an hour (the 5-5:30 groups will change to 4:30-5  and the 5:30-6 group will change to 5-5:30).  

· Unfortunately, we lose our pool come summertime to the Gilroy Parks and Rec. This has happened the last few years and is a bummer.  We are sorry for any inconveniences and we do our best to make a schedule that is workable.  We have limited pool time at Gilroy High-only in the mornings.  Our summer schedule will begin on Monday, June 23rd .  Our tentative plan for the Mini Gators and Yellow and Green Crocodile groups is as follows: 

· Mini Gators--- same days, (MWF or TThF) either 4:30-5:00 or 5:00-5:30 p.m. @ South Valley Junior High (depending on group assignment) 

· Yellow Crocodiles—Tuesday-Thursday-Fridays' 4:30-5:30 p.m. at South Valley Junior High 

· Green Crocodiles— Monday-Wednesday-Friday's 4:30-5:30  at South Valley Junior High

V. News from our Board of Directors

???????If you have concerns or questions about the Gators or swimming in general please contact one of the following Board members:  Shellie Mayorga (Member at Large) is the liaison between coaches/Board of Directors and the membership.  However, please feel free to contact any member of the Board of Directors with concerns or questions.  Please remember if you wish to talk to your child’s coach, please make arrangements with that coach either before or after practice so they can devote their entire attention on your concerns. You can also e-mail your coach by going to www.gilroygators.org and clicking on the swim group’s icon.

President:  Margaret Seery – mseery2@yahoo.com
Vice President:  Open Position

Member at Large:  Shellie Mayorga – shelliemayorga@yahoo.com
Membership:  Lena Tabron – lptabron@yahoo.com
Treasurer:  Dany Woodhams-gilroygatorsswimteam@yahoo.com 
Secretary:  Lisa Nelsen – nelsenmom@gmail.com

Ways and Means: Robin Bean – rx2bean@verizon.net and

Dana Akins – jeffccs@aol.com
Volunteer Coordinator: Amparo Garcia – aapodaca@charter.net
Team Store: Cindy Walling – jwallingcfa@netzero.net
Awards: Denise Brolin

Records: Open

From the President ~ Margaret Seery
The busy summer swim season is upon us!  Be sure and check the website for all upcoming events, including swim meets, swim-a-thon, team photos, Garlic Festival Garbage Cleanup and Pepsi Booth, and CVALS.  The calendar also lists all scheduled board meetings if you are interested in attending.

We have been contacted by Johanna Brown by Zone 1 South (Z1S) nominating committee to find out whether any of our dedicated parents are interested in volunteering their time to fill Z1S board positions that will open at the end of this years swim season.  Open positions include Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  If you are interested, contact: 

Johanna Brown
  
E-Mail:jb.poolqueen@sbcglobal.net
  
Phone #:(831)235-2749

We of course need our own members to think about stepping up to GGST board positions next season (begins October).  I myself have served 3 consecutive years on the board and am unable to continue after this year.  We do not have a serving Vice-President at this time.  Our Treasurer has served 2 consecutive years and will be termed out in that position.  Our team would not operate without the hard work of those parents who step up to board positions.  Please consider making this contribution! 

If you are (minimally) computer literate but cannot volunteer for a board position, perhaps you would consider taking on the role of WebMaster for our swim team.  We have migrated successfully to our web-based Team Management software, and associated with that we have routine web maintenance activities that need to be completed (updating the calendar; adding photos; setting up job-signups for swim meets; etc.).   Please stop by the pool office or contact me at mseery2@yahoo.com if you are interested in taking on this task for the team.  

   

Margaret Seery

Treasurer’s Report ~ Dany Woodhams
Welcome to all new and returning swimmers.   IMPORTANT BILLING INFORMATION! We have made two changes to our billing system.  

· First, we have returned to billing at the beginning of the month.  Dues are payable on the first of the month and are considered late by the 10th.  
· Second, we have implemented a new online payment/communication program called Team Unify.  A password will have been sent to anyone new who has been entered into the system.  You can check your invoices and payments online.  Invoices are generated for the following month on the 20th and at that time any unpaid invoices are automatically charged a $25 late fee, so be sure to check your account often and report any problems. As an example, your May invoice will be generated on April 20th.  Any changes to your account such as swimmers going inactive should be brought to our attention before that time.  Invoices are sent out on or around the first of every month.   The system accepts credit cards, but processing is only on the first of every month.  

The first month you enroll your card, you may want to pay by check to avoid a late fee.  A reminder will be emailed a few days before the 20th to any accounts with balances.  Please email treasurer@gilroygators.org with any questions. 

Team Store ~ Cindy Walling 
Team store has items for sale whenever the office is open.  We have caps, fins and goggles on hand.  We just received a supply of silicon practice caps so be sure to take a look.  We also have a limited supply of girls swim suits and boys jammers as well as pool buoys, hats, and tees shirts available, stop by and check them out.  

One last chance for team suit orders.  Orders will be collected until June 4th either at the office or set up at a table.    

We have our Black Team Sweat samples in and available for you to take a look at and place an order.  We have zippered and pullover hooded sweatshirts, straight and elastic leg pants, and sweat shorts!  They are in the office or will be out on display.  These are prepaid orders only so be sure to get your order in if you'd like some.  

Upcoming Events/Calendar[image: image2.wmf]


Mark your calendars!



June 7-8 

Lynbrook Aquatics Zone 1S Long Course C/B/A – San Jose



June 21-22

GILORY GATORS STWIM TEAM PACIFIC SWIMMING ZONE






 1S SHORT COURSE C/B/BB - GILROY



June 6


Team Photos



June 25

Gilroy Gator Swim-a-thon (tentative date)





June 28

Tri-Meet Gilroy High School



July 5


Tri-Meet Gilroy High School



July 12


Tri-Meet Gilroy High School



August 9-10

CVAL Championships – Morgan Hill

                     Please check the Gilroy Gator Website for more details on each event.

VIII.
Recycle Old Swim Caps!

The XTERRA ECO TEAM wants your old swim caps. Do you have extra caps left over from 2007 races? Are you a race director and need to get rid of some leftover swim cap inventory? Now you have a place to go with them: the XTERRA ECO TEAM has started a promising recycling effort that will turn old swim caps into flip flops. The product is currently under research and development with a prominent and eco-conscious outdoor clothing company. Expect to see cool newly recycled flip-flops at transition areas everywhere in 2008!   We have a recycle bin at the pool office for our kids to put their unwanted swim caps in. We hope people participate!

Q & A Corner:

QUESTION: What is a Tri-Meet?
ANSWER: Tri-meets are swim meets between three teams (our team vs. two other teams from our summer league).  Tri-meets are one day meets (usually take place on a Saturday)where swimmers are allowed to swim no more than 5 events (4 individual and 1 relay or 3 individual and 2 relays).  The coaching staff signs swimmers up for the events they swim at tri-meets.  Swimmers need to notify his/her coach if you plan on attending a tri-meet in order to get signed up.  Tri-meets are a great way to introduce new swimmers to competitive swimming.  Swimmers earn ribbons for each event they complete legally.

Quote of the Month:

Sports do not build character. They reveal it. 

Heywood Broun
US journalist (1888 - 1939) 

***********************************************************
                         We would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors:

California Custom Sheds
888-756-4237
www.californiacustomsheds.com
North of Salinas at Hwy 101 and Ralph Ln. 
Just 2 mi. South of exit for Hwy. 156 West
Michael McKeever DDS
847-1118
7880 Wren Ave. Ste. A-111
Gilroy, CA  95020

************************************************************






